Neighborboods

BONNIE BRAE

UNIVERSITY BOULEVARD.

WHERE IT I5—THE HEART OF SOUTHEAST DENVER: THE STREET BOUNDARIES OF BONNIE BRAE
ARE EXPOSITION AVENLE SOUTH TO MISSISSIPPT AVENUE, AND FROM STEELE STREET WEST TO

WHAT MAKES IT SPECIAL—A VILLAGE IN THE CITY: MASTER DESIGNED AS A DOHESIVE RESI
DENTIAL NEIGHBORHOOD WITH WINDING STREETS AROUND A CENTRAL CVAL PARK. BONNIE
BRAE RETAINS A UNMIQUE VILLAGE-LIKE CHARACTER AND A STRONG SENSE OF COMMUNITY
COMEINED WITH BEAUTIFUL HOMES AND LOCAL BUSINESSES IN A CENTRAL DENVER LOCATION,
THE HOMES—CLASSIC TUDORS OR NEW MANSIONS: ORIGINAL HOMES, MAINLY BUILT IN THE
‘305 AND “40S8, ARE MOSTLY CHARMING TUDDR RANCHES, IN ADDITION TO SEVERAL NOTABLE
INTERNATIONAL-STYLE HOUSES. THE NEW HOMES—CONSTRUCTED ON THE SCRAPED OFF
LOTS OF OLDER HOUSES—ARE SPACIOUS AND LUXURIOUS TWO STORIES IN A RANGE OF
MAINLY TRADNTIONAL STYLES. MANY OF THE OLDER HOMES HAVE BEEN EXTENSIVELY REMOD-
ELED AND OFTEN EXPANDED WITH AN ADDITION OR POP-TOE

PHOTE

HISTORY: A SCOTTISH VISION IN DENVER
Bonnie Brae was conceived mothe eardy

1920s by prominent Denver Dusiness-

muan and hndowner Georme W, Olinger,

who sought 1o create the ambience of a
guiet, Scottish village in Denver
Modeling the area after 3 Kansas City
neighbarhood known as Bonnie Brae—

or “pleasant ll™ in Gaelle—Olinger

retined famed landscape architec

saco DeBoer 1o design the subdivision

DeBoer created] a community of gently

curving streets, a depanure from
Denver's tradivional god system,
centered around the ellipucal Bonnie
Brue Park.

Alter the fira homes in Bonnie Bme

were built in the micl- 19208, Olinger
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ol his intenests in the development
compriny, which then fell into bankruptcy
and receivership, causing an extendled
delay in the Bubld-out of the sulsdivision.
When stesidy construction began agzain in
the late 1930s and agin after World War
1, numerous iradiional Tudor-style
hiymes were built, but Bonnie Brie also
became a4 Denver centerplece for the
emening International and Am Moderme
syles of architecture, offshoots of the
Bauluiis Schoal with its empliasts on
utilitsirian, contemponirny design. The
Intermational’ An Modeme—style homes
depanted from miclitional architeciune
indd featured open floor plans, Mot moolbs,
curved comers and asymmetrical angles
Today, these "molem” homnes of an ear-

lier time remain hot commocitics

COMMUNITY FEEL, GREAT LOCATION
Bonnie Brae's specal attributes and
excellent central location make it one
of Denver's most desimble neighbor-
hoods, The winding off-the-gnd streets
ure mre for an older sulsdivision, and
the elliptical design creates o welcom-
ing serene ambience that s perfect for
wilking and meching your neighboms
For un urban newhborhood, it has an
exceptionally friendly feel and a tight-
knit sense of community and history
One of the most alluning aspects o
the neighborhond 15 the thaving Bonme
Brae Businiess District, a surprisimgly
diverse collecnon of guaine local basi-
nesses along University: Boulevard

herwveen Exposition and Ohio. The

JON GOLDBERG



Bonnie Brae Tavern, which opened in
1934, still serves cheap pieea and Decr to
its howal customers. Bonnie Broe Flowers
opened in the “40s, and the Saucy
Noodle Ristomante and the Campus
Lounee date from the eady ‘608, Ciber
great local spots include Bonnie Bre Ioe

Cream, Seven 30 South andd Capivint

THE WINDING OFF-THE-GRID
STREETS ARE RARE FOR AN
OLDER SUBDIVISION, AND THE
ELLIPTICAL DESIGN CREATES A

WELCOMING, SERENE AMBIENCE
THAT IS PERFECT FOR WALKING
AND MEETING YOUR NEIGHBORS.

Bonnke Brae s essentially a family
netghborhood, Bt it is also surprisingly
chiverse, Residents are nvpically high-
carning professionals and thetr grade
schiool or middle school children, an
there s also a solid mix of older empry-
pester couples, as well as younger sin

gles o couples with no children

WHAT YOU'LL PAY...5750K OR MORE
Bonnie Brae s o desimble aned tha
commands preminm prices. The ong
ral, odder homes sell for an averige of
about SE00K while the new builds are
in the $1.5 million range, Prices per
scppare foor ane also on the upper end
for central Denver, with an averge of

about 5330 and upwards of 5500

SCHOOLS
Denver Public School's Cony
Elementary, a highly regarnded school

with an Excellent CSAP rating, Isa

strong diaw for Bonnie Brae familics

AN EVOLVING NEIGHBORHOOD
Like muany other central Denver neigh-
horhoods with alder homes, Bonnie
Brae has seen o wave of scrmpe-ofl
and rebulld activity in recent years
Lavikh, large homes are mpidly replac
ing muany of the orginal, more modest
ranches, While the new homes feature
triclitional styles than genemily blend
in, some purists ook askance at these
MeMansions, fearing the loss of the
specil story and community feel
that exemplifics Bonnbe Brag, Others
e Imaore ‘\.H'I_I,.:llni'l'l'l' om lhl‘ 1'1.1r||.|rr| i of
Bonnie Brae, such as Gretchen Faber
of the kentwood Company-Cherry
Creek, who sells real estate in neigh-
barhood and is also o longtime resi-
dent. In Faber's view, “There is cer-
tinly a ough balance berween devel
apment and preserving the integrty of
the neighborhood, bur ultimanely we
need to embrce change and cele-
brate the diversity. of emeémning home
styliss as Boanie Brae progresses into
the 218t cenfury.”

Thanks o Gretchen Fiber of the
Kentwood Company, Charmy Creck for

her generous dssistance. with this story,

Jerntcatteins 1J Coolelberg, JTVMBA & &
Reaitor® fn the Chanry Croek offtce of
Praglenvial Coloraclo Real FEstate. An
aiarney who prachiced for several vears
in leirge firmns before selling veal ostate
fon specializes (n the neighborboods of
cenitral Denoer ared the Slohirail corri-
dor. whore be Hees with Ins wwife oo
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